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| PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
j ( VIDEO REMARKS TO THE
d | ~ PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO :
‘L@ s CONCERNING NAVY TRAINING ON VIEQUES
o JANUARY 31, 2000

My fellow citizens: last Apnl, there was a tragic accident at the Navy range on Vieques. I
/" mournet/the loss to the family of David Sanes (SAN-ness), and the suffering of the others

injured that day.

That accident focused attention on the longstanding concerns of the island about training
operations there. It led to 2 strong view in the Commonwealth that the Navy should end its

training on Vieques: I understand why many people feel that way.

At the same time, as Commander in Chief, I must do all I can to ensure that our servicemen and
, » AJ
women pet the very best traimng possible. I know that B:a/eﬂe-&teo understands that, as-srchas
S—anyese. Many Puerto Ricans have served with distinction in our armed forces. You have never

 \Coun
turned your back on your duty to share in the defense of our\ﬁa&e?-/

Since 1941, every action that our Atlantic fleet has been involved in started with Vieques

training. The reason this is such a difficult issue is because right now, there are no alternative

sites tha{ Same
@ ‘Frt)vl‘:b: ‘H/\L; combined mm(m) 0ﬁb(+¢/mhe9

_YFor the past nine months, we have been working closely with Governer Ro¥llo and Resident e
Commissio Rome.ro—Barceilo to find a solution that meets beth our training neM
Rece. Today, I am announcing a course of action that will give the

‘ : of the people of Puggie
\(\"“gﬁ TS
people of Vieques

hemselves the right to determine the future of the island while — at the same

/
o&ﬂd &\ time -- assuring that our training needs are met.
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\ No \ater “ﬂ\dm: | Soones ,
March in 2002 — and perhaps We people of

Vieques will vote. In that vote, the people of Vieques will be asked to choose between two
alternatives. If they choose the first alternative, the Navy will cease all training on Vieques and
leave the island by May 1, 2003. Ifthey choose the other alternative, training will continue on

Vieques on terms that will be presented at least three months before the vote.

I believe this is the best way to resolve the impasse over Vieques, because it gives the people
most affected by this decision — the people who actvally live on the island — the right to

determine for themselves which course of action we should take.

In the meantime, until that vote is held, we are taking several other steps to ensure that our
servicemen and women get the training they need) whate a.cULVB&S’(Vlﬁ quu&* oNQ@rS.

First, during the period leading up to the vote, I am ordering that training done on Vieques will
be limited to non-explosive ordnance — meaning there will be no live fire. I am also directing the

Navy and Manne Corps to cut in half the amouﬁt of time they will spend training. In 1998, our

4 troops trained for 182 days on Vieques. This year, th%wi]l be authorized for 90 days, which is
what we need to meet our ] training needs.
Second, to address the problems caused by past trgining, we will implement measures to meet
‘ eLoviomic
the oaensa-ic,‘healﬂt safety, and environmental ién‘ cemns of the people of Vieques. Measures
:/ we will implement inchid » i development of a new cemsmereraldferny pier and

( - .
terminal, as-artificial resfito (createhew commercial fishing aread, temporary compensation for

ﬂsherm%, exganding and infpmving roads, a bioluminescent bay preservation program, a job

training program for young people, providing land 10 extend the airport runway, and a Public

Health Service Study.
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Third, I will also ask Congress to begin transferring title 10 land on the westarn quarter of the

island to Puerto Rico.

E the event that the residents of Vieques vote to confinue training on the island, in recognition of
the burden such training places on the community, we will increase the investment we make to
meet infrastructure and development needsJ

As o Defense Deparant PM{M/

To make this solution work, I neéd your help. I understand the long-held views people have on

this issue. Iunderstadd that fér many residents, the accident re-opened old wounds about the

effect that training was having on quality of life. They reflect a diéttust that, unfortunately has

been building for decades. We have not always been good neighbors on Vieques.

'. plan
will help resolve the impasse over Viequeg<sBifeveawillde-se in the fhirest possible way,
because it gives the people most affected by this decision the ability to choose for themselves
what the fiuture of their island will be.

ThopeI can c@wﬁ on the people of Vieques !lo Wcipate hen the vote ocours. I also hopel

e AU Lﬁp
can count oMopmtioq@ implement the mﬂ hav%utﬁn%w allow the training of
our troops to continue in a responsible and much more limited manner duﬂng this period while

addressing the long-time concerns of the residents of La Isla Nena (la EES-la NEN-ya).

Puerto Ricans and the people of Vieques have contributed greatly to our country’s security. And

| .
I very grateful for that. I hope that all of us can work togethet,\with our Congress, {0 implement

el o woteat s
restluction 1o Ve PR\
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
VIDEO REMARKS TO THE . o
PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO -/ ¢ f(

CONCERNING NAVY TRAINING ON VIEQUES \k o

JANUARY 31, 2000 X oM (o}’
- "\arwl <

My fellow citizens: last April, there was a tragic accident at the Navy range on Vieques. I «~*
mourned the loss to the family of David Sanes (SAN- ness) and the suffering of the others
injured that day. :

That terrible accident focused attention on the longstanding concerns of the island about training
operations there. For many residents, it re-opened old wounds about the effect that training was
having on quality of life. These concerns cover a wide range of issues — from safety and health
to the economy and the environment. They reflect a distrust that, unfortunately, has been
building for decades.

The accident led to a strong view in the Commonwealth that the Navy should end its training
operations in Vieques. Iunderstand that view. e v (’“\
NS Dot RIW pent

A W WY b ¥ beain
At the same time, as Commander in Chief, I cannot send our servicemen and women into harm ")
way if they have not been adequately trained. I know that Puerto Rico understands that as well ?oaq b\t
as anybody. Puerto Rico has a proud heritage of sending its sons and daughters to serve in the
Armed Forces of the United States. You have never turned your back on your duty to share in
the burden of defending our country. Some of you have even trained on Vieques.

| wilk -
Since 1941, every action that our Atlantic fleet has been involved in started with Vieques sov
L. ! ) ] ] . .. . \'\Q,y( ol AD
training. It’s no accident that our nation lost no pilots in Kosovo. The training they received |, .
helped save lives. The reason this is such a difficult issue is because right now, some of this (le"’“('\"‘
trammg can only be done on Vieques. There is no comparable alternatlve S\ V"“

At the request of Governor Rosello and Resident Commissioner Romero-Barcello, last year I ‘)' N A\
asked Defense Secretary Cohen to convene a panel and come up with recommendations for the 0 Wb\t
future of Vieques. That panel found that we have not always been good neighbors on Vieques *‘ y
and recommended that we work toward replacing the island as a training site. oV ~"‘\ ¢

One voice that has not been heard from completely in this process are the people most directly
affected by this decision — the people of Vieques itself. That changes right now. m
) A&\\‘ "‘

- Today, I am announcing a course of action that will resolve the impasse over'Vieques This BN S
course of action will not come from the top-down, but from the bottom-up. Ultimately, it will be 3‘ e/ 1&
for you to decide for yourselves the course of action to take. \9 {\‘

By the first day of March in 2002, Vieques will hold a vote. In that vote, you will be presented \h 1% r\{
with one-of two alternatives. If you choose one alternative, the Navy will cease all training on rohk ‘\0

Vieques by May 1, 2003. If you choose the other, training will continue on Vieques, including \ \t
' M vk,

I ha.m\m... wt ot

bt {1
M‘:b )“\-Wf r h’&.) '%JJ &n



live fire training, on terms proposed by the United States Navy. It has not been determined yet |
what day this vote will occur— but when it is, the people of Vieques will have at least three
months to debate the question before voting.

L e O
S’iu-.mw""M 2 collopt |

In the meantime, we are taking sevveral other steps. o Ay h r {

First, Navy training on Vieques will resume in March. | -4 .‘,\ " " Q \t ‘,é,’ v L/
Second, [ am ordering that the training done on Vieques in the period leading up to the vote vglrl\( I :[/ aw
be limited to only inert ordnance — no live fire. : o h/’\ Pt Wen

S . . . . ol limikt b
Third, while the Navy and Marine Corps will resume training on Vieques, I have cut in halt the
amount of time they will spend training. Two years ago, our troops trained for 182 days on no N/ "p'oj'mt
Vieques. This year, they will be authorized for 90 days, which is what we need to meet our a«

essential training needs. . % (!'\s

. _ ANg&(
Fourth, to meet past wrongs, we will address the economic, health, safety, and environmental \
concerns that we should have been addressing all along. Measures we will implement include,

“among other things, development of a new commercial ferry pier and terminal, an artificial reef

to create new commercial fishing areas, temporary compensation for fisherman, expanding and
improving roads, a bioluminescent bay preservation program, a job training program for young
people, providing land to extend the airport runway, and a Public Health Service Study. To
ensure these measures are taken — and that the missed opportunities of our 1983 agreement are
not repeated — [ will ask the Pentagon to establish a working group that will work with Vieques
on all questions relating to the use of the range and coordination of these issues.

Fifth, I'will also ask Congress to begin transferring title to land on the western quarter of the
island to Puerto Rico. : . '

This plan will help resolve the impasse over Vieques. While it will ultimately meet Puerto

Rico’s needs — whatever the will of the people eventually decide -- I recognize it will not do so

as immediately as some in the islands might have wished. But I believe this is a fair solution that

will provide the training necessary to ensure satisfactory Navy and Marine Corps combat .
readiness while also ensuring the safety and well-being of the people of Vieques. T rev 18!
To make this solution work, I need your help. I hope I can count on the people of Vieques to  heae ‘\_'.‘I!w\" )
participate when the vote occurs. I also hope I can count on your cooperation to implement the S\t ot
measure I have outlined to allow the training of our troops to continue in a responsible and much 1v
more limited manner during this period while addressing the long-time concerns of the residents sk \g\(C.s

f La Isla Nena (la EES-la NEN-ya). | L
of LaIsla Nena (la a ya) | B‘J\th\ ¥
Puerto Ricans and the people of Vieques have contributed greatly to our country’s security. And - < -‘\
I very grateful for that. I hope that all of us can work together, with our Congress, to implement ‘>
this plan. Thank you and God Bless You. ‘ ol
- LRIV §

e by
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| CONCERN]NG NAVY TRAINING ON VIEQUES
- &= . : JANUARY 31, 2000

" Mytellow citizens: last April, there was a tragic accident at the Navy rangemon Vieques 1

L{ ourned the loss to the family of David Sanes (SAN-pess), and the suffering of the others > .4._@
njured that day. | ﬁ%&@'\'@—\r ool TR~ wm& r

' = \
; i}mt'f‘ocused attention on the longstanding concerns of the island about fraiming -\'°S T
erations therd®For many residents, &+ tthe effect that-training-was ‘
having onhquahty of life., These concerns cover a widefrange of issues — from safety and health
to the economy and the ghvironment. They reflect a dfstrust that, unfortunately, has been
~ building for decades. é% o ubfes, ) . ,

The accident led to a strong view in the Commonwealth that the Navy should end its training
operations in Vieques. [ understand that view. 4 9\

| At the same time, as Commander in Chief, I cannot send our segvncemen and women into haﬁn S S
way if they have not been adequately tramed [ know that P-uéite-Pdco understandp( that-as-wollfssg m,._,\

as-afrybedy. Puerto-f : C-O-SeRGIL e-eatg serve in the \.;S'\é
Armed Forces of the Unlted States You have never turned your back on your duty to share in | S
the burden of defending our country. Some of you have even trained on Vieques. Ml -

. : . ‘ yJJ
Since 1941, every action that our Atlantic fleet has been involved in started with Vieques 9—“)‘)’ -3‘“1‘ -
training. It’s no accident that our nation lost no pilots in Kosovo. The training they received RS Lt
helped save lives. The reason this is such a difficult issug is because right now, some of tt{ w
training can only be done on Vieques. There is no com‘p%a-le alternative. T wowk Ca Somma mﬁe :

: e e

‘Et the request of Governor Rosello and Resident Commissioner Romero-Ba elfo, last year I

sked Defense Secretary Cohen to conyene a panel and-eommeé up with recommendations fertire
future of Vieques. That panel found that wedt@ve not always been good neighbors on Vieques
and recommended that we wodetoward replacing the island as a training site.

i One v01c at has not been heard from completely in this process-are the people most dlrectly ! \,,Q\
. ered by this decision — the peopie Feg e itself. That changes rigitTmo
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live firetraim S proposed by the Unite: ‘h'haS‘not-been-deter:mmed_yet
‘what _d_ay__th.tsxote_\mlloeeuf'—*out when it is, the people of Vleques will have at least three
m

In the meantime, we are taking several other steps.

i e
e 1 aLﬁ-')efdeﬂng that the tra1n1ng done on Vreques in the period leading up to theSv te will

b limited to only inert ordnance — no live fireonrd-ds G O $ o—\eaS -
? % Y AL ot - s
whrle the Navy and ne Corps will resume training on Vleques I have cut in half the
182 days on

Crmcd a‘\,ifen_ _ _

concern thrat we should have been addressing all along Me&sufes-we
among-other-things, developmea-t of anew CQEmercral}ferry pier and terminal, an artificial reef
to create new C 1 fishing areas) temporary compensatj on for fisherman, expandimg and
improvigeroads, a bloluminescent bay 6:esemat—re&-pfogram 2 Job tr m for young
people, providiagland to extend the airport runway, and a Public Health Service Study. To
ensure these measures are taken — and that the missed opportunities of our 1983 agreement are
not repeated — I will ask the Pentagon to establish a working group that will work with Vieques
on all questions relating to the use of the range and coordlnatlon of these issues.

Fi il tobeg-m transferryps trtle to land on the western quarter of the
island to Puerto Rico.

This plan will help resolve the | impasse over Vieques. Whrle it will ultlmately meet Pyesto l\;.Q
Rig¥s needs — whatever the will of the people eventually decide -- I recognize it will not do so
as immediately as some in the islands might have wished. But I believe this is a farréolutlon that

will provide the tra1n1ng necessary to ensure satisfactory Navy and Marine Corps cgmbat
readiness while also ensuring the safety and well- be1n§ of the p;o of Vleques ‘

To make this solution work, FTged y(B@_ 1

participate when the vate accuss. 1 atsa-hope I can-count on yeureeeperation to 1mplement the ﬁj;QM}AV

measuré] have outlined to allow the training of our troops to continue,in a responsible and much - PX:Q
more limi er duri whilejaddressing the" Tong&ime concerns of theresidents
a Isla Nena (la EES- -la NEN-y;

- this Db&z'l" hank you and God Bless You.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
VIDEO REMARKS TO THE
PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO
CONCERNING NAVY TRAINING ON VIEQUES
JANUARY 31, 2000

My fellow citizens: last April, there was a tragic accident at the Navy range on Vieques. I
mourned the loss to the family of David Sanes (SAN-ness), and the suffering of the others -
injured that day.

That terrible accident focused attention on the longstanding concerns of the island about training
operations there. It led to a strong view in the Commonwealth that the Navy should end its
training on Vieques. I understand that view.

At the same time, as Commander in Chief, I must do all I can to ensure that our servicemen and
women get the very best training possible. I know that Puerto Rico understands that as well as
anyone. Many Puerto Ricans have served with distinction in our armed forces. You have never
turned your back on your duty to share in the defense of our nation.

Since 1941, every action that our Atlantic fleet has been involved in started with Vieques
training. The reason this is such a difficult issue is because right now, there are no altemnative
sites that give training comparable to Vieques.

For the past nine months, we have been working closely with Governor Rosello and Resident
Commission Romero-Barcello to find a solution that meets both our training needs and the needs
of the people of Puerto Rico. Today, I am announcing a course of action that will give the
people of Vleques themselves the right to determine the future of the island while — at the same
time -- assuring that our training needs are met.

Today I am announcing that by the first day of March in 2002 — and perhaps as early as this
November — Vieques will hold a vote. In that vote, they will be asked to choose between one of
two alternatives. If they choosé the first altemative, the Navy will cease all training on Vieques
and leave the island by May 1, 2003. If they choose the other alternative, training w111 continue
on Vleques on terms proposed by the Navy.

I believe this is the best way to resolve the impasse over Vieques, because it gives the people
most affected by this decision — the people who actually live on the island — the right to
determine for themselves which course of action we should take.

In the meantime, until that vote is held, we are taking several other steps to ensure that our
servicemen and women get the training they need.

First, during the period leading up to the Vbte, I am ordering that training done on Vieques will
be limited to non-explosive ordnance — meaning there will be no live fire. Tam also directing the
Navy and Marine Corps to cut in half the amount of time they will spend training. In 1998, our



troops trained for 182 days on Vieques. This year, the will be authorized for 90 days which is
what we need to meet our essential training needs.

Second, to meet past wrongs, we will address the economic, health, safety, and environmental
concerns that we should have been addressing all along. Measures we will implement include,
among other things, development of a new commercial ferry pier and terminal, an artificial reef
to create new commercial fishing areas, temporary compensation for fisherman, expanding and
improving roads, a bioluminescent bay preservation program, a job training program for young
people, providing land to extend the airport runway, and a Public Health Service Study. To
ensure these measures are taken — and that the missed opportunities of our 1983 agreement are
not repeated — I will ask the Pentagon to establish a working group that will work with Vieques
on all questions relating to the use of the range and coordination of these issues.

Third, I will also ask Congress to begin transfemng title to land on the western quarter of the
island to Puerto Rico.

In the event that the residents of Vieques vote to continue training on the island, we will more
than double the investment we make to meet infrastructure and development needs. If they say
no, the federal government will also give up the Navy’s land on the eastern side of the island,
except for the conservation zone, which will be preserved.

To make this solution work, I need your help. Iunderstand the long-held views people have on
this issue. Iunderstand that for many residents, the accident re-opened old wounds about the
effect that training was having on quality of life. They reflect a distrust that, unfortunately has
been building for decades. We have not always been good neighbors on Vieques. We have not
always done the right thing. While this solution may not meet local needs as immediately as ,
some people would like, I believe this plan will help resolve the impasse over Vieques. I believe
it will do so in the fairest possible way, because it gives the people most affected by this decision
the ability to choose for themselves what the future of their island will be.

I hope I can count on the people of Vieques to participate when the vote occurs. I also hope I
can count on your cooperation to implement the measure I have outlined to allow the training of
our troops to continue in a responsible and much more limited manner during this period while
addressing the long-time concerns of the residents of La Isla Nena (la EES-la NEN-ya).

Puerto Ricans and the people of Vieques have contributed greatly to our country’s security. And
I very grateful for that. Thope that all of us can work together, with our Congress, to implement
this plan. Thank you and God Bless You.
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON
VIDEO REMARKS TO THE
PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO
CONCERNING NAVY TRAINING ON VIEQUES
NOVEMBER 29, 1999

My fellow citizens: Six months ago, there was a tragic accident at the Navy range on
Vieques. Hillary and I were greatly saddened by the loss to the family of David Sanes (SAN-
ness), and the suffering of the others injured that day. We remembered them in our prayers
on Thanksgiving.

That terrible accident focused attention on the longstanding concerns of residents of the
island about training operations there. These concerns cover a wide range of issues — from
safety and health to the economy and the environment. They reflect a distrust that,
unfortunately, has been building for decades.

The accident led to a strong view in the Commonwealth that the Navy should end its training
operations in Vieques. [ understand that view. [understand how much those of you who live
near the firing range are concerned for your safety, and the safety of your children. I
understand the feeling that the people of Vieques will never be able to fully build their
economy or improve their quality of life if the situation doesn’t change.

At the same time, as Commander in Chief, I cannot send American servicemen and women
into harm’s way if they have not been adequately trained. I know that Puerto Ricans
understand that as well as anybody. Puerto Rico has a proud heritage of sending its sons and
daughters to serve in the Armed Forces of the United States. You have never turned your
back on your duty to share in the burden of defending our country. Some of you have even
trained on Vieques. '

Since 1941, every action that our Atlantic fleet has been involved in started in Vieques first.
It’s no accident that our nation lost no pilots in Kosovo. The training they received there
helped save lives. The reason this is such a difficult issue is because right now, some of this
training can only be done on Vieques. There is now comparable alternative. As President,
while I want to fix this problem as quickly as possible, as Commander-in-Chief I recognize
that we can’t fix the problem overnight.

At the request of Governor Rossello and Resident Commissioner Romero-Barcelo, I asked
Defense Secretary Cohen to convene a group of distinguished citizens to come up with a plan
that addresses the concerns of the people of Vieques while meeting the national security
needs of our nation. The Panel found that we have not always been good neighbors on
Vieques and recommended that we work toward replacing Vieques in five years and reduce
training involving bombing to 130 days a year.



Starting today, things are going to be different. I am announcing a course of action that
would end live fire on Vieques, and commit to phasing out all training there. I will be
directing the Defense Department to take concrete, and immediate steps to address the local
community’s concerns, while also giving our armed forces the time they need to transition to
an alternative training site. Let me be very clear: during the transition period, the rules are
going to be changing. This isn’t just a change in policy — this is the beginning of a whole
new relationship between our military and the people of Vieques.

The plan has four parts.

First, I'm ordering the Navy to cease training on Vieques within five years. I have asked the
Navy to come up with a specific timetable to phase out operations there, and I am taking
personal responsibility to make sure that timeline is met. We intend to begin transferring
title to land to Puerto Rico as soon as possible -- beginning with the western quarter of the
island. I am also directing the Pentagon to glve me alternatives to Vieques training next year
and begin to budget for it.

Second, I am ordermg that the training done on Vieques durmg this transition period will be
limited to only inert ordnance —no live fire.

Let me emphasize: the Navy will be ready to leave within five years. Only inert ordnance
will be used in the transition period. Now, of course, if the people of Vieques decided to
continue a relationship with the Navy down the road, on the same or different terms, that is
their right.

Third, Wh11e the Navy and Marine Corps will resume training on Vieques during the
transition period, I have cut in half the amount of time they will spend training. Last year,
our troops trained for 182 days on Vieques. Next year, they will be authorized for 90 days
which is what we need to meet our essential training needs.

2

Finally, we will address the economic, health, and environmental concerns that the
community has had for so long. Measures we will implement include, among other things
development of a new commercial ferry pier and terminal, an artificial reef to create new
commercial fishing areas, temporary compensation for fishermen, expanding and improving

2

roads, a bioluminescent bay preservation program, providing land to extend the airport

runway, and a Public Health Service Study. To ensure these measures are taken -- and that
the missed opportunities of our 1983 agreement are not repeated -- I will direct the Pentagon
to establish a working group that will include senior officials representing the Secretary of
the Navy and the Secretary of Defense. They will work with Vieques officials on all
questions relating to the use of the range and coordination of transition issues.

While this plan will meet Puerto Rico's goals, I recognize it will not do so as immediately as
some in the islands might have wished. But your voices have been heard, and we are
moving as quickly as we can. I believe this is a good compromise that will provide the
training necessary to ensure satisfactory Navy and Marine Corps combat readiness while also
ensuring the safety and well being of the people of Vieques.



To make this solution work, I need your help. I hope I can count on your cooperation to
implement the measures I have outlined to allow the training of our troops to continue in a
more responsible and much more limited manner during this transitional period while
addressing the real concerns of the residents of La Isla Nena (la EES-la NEN-ya).

Puerto Ricans and the people of Vieques have contributed greatly to our country’s security.
And I am very grateful for that. I hope that all of us now can work together, with our

Congress, to implement this plan.

Thank you very much.
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My fellow citizens: Six months ago, there was a tragic accident at the Navy range on
Vieques. Iwas greatly saddened by the loss to the family of David Sanes (SAN-ness), and
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That terrible accident focused attention on the longstanding concerns of residents of the
island about training operations there. These concerns cover a wide range of issues — from
'safety and health to the economy and the environment. vThey reflect a distrust that,
unfortunately, has been building for decades.
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Since 1941, every action that our Atlantic fleet has been involved in started in Vieques first.
It’s no accident that our nation lost no pilots in Kosovo. The training they received there
helped save lives. The reason this is such a difficult issue is because right now, some of this

training can only be done on Vieques. There is no comparable alternative.

At the request of Governor Rossello and Resident Commissioner Romero-Barcelo, I asked
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Today, I am announcing a C(K]rse of action that will end live fire on Vieques, and phase out
training there. I will be directmg t& Detense Department to take concrete, and immediate
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the western quarter of the island. I am also directing the Pentagon to give me alternatives to

Vieques training and begin to budget for it.

Second, I am ordering that the training done on Vieques during this transition period will be

limited to only inert ordnance — no live fire.

Let me emphasize: the Navy will be ready to 1eave Within five years. Only inert ordnance

will be used in the transition period. Of course, if the people of Vieques decided to continue

a relationship with the Navy down the road, on the same or different terms, that is their right.
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Third, while the Navy and Marine‘ Corps will resume training on Vieques during the

transitioﬁ period, I have cut in half the amount of time they will spend training. Last year,

our troops trained for 182 days on Vieques. Next year, they will be authorized for 90 days,

which is what we need to meet our essential training needs.

Finally, we will address the economic, health, and énvironmental.concerns that the

community has had for so long. Measures we will implement include, among other things,

‘ deyelopment of a new comrhercial ferry pier and terminal, an artificial reéf to create new
commercial fishing areas, temporary compensation for fishermen, expanding and improving
roads, a bioluminescent bay preservation program, providing land to exteﬁd the airport :
runway, and a Public Health Service Study.Q“o ensure these measures are taken -- and that (“ o
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Navy and the Secretary of Defense\ They will work with Vieques officials on all questions

relating to the use of the range and coordination of transition issues.



While this plan will ultimately meet Puerto Rico's goals, I recognize it will not do so as |
immediately as some in the islands might have wished. But your voices have been heard,
and we are moving as quickly as we can. I believe this is a fair solution that will provide the
training necessary to ensure satisfactory Navy and Marine Corps combat readiness while also

ensuring the safety and well being of the people of Vieques.

To make this solution work, I need your help. I hope I can count on your cooperation to
implement the measures I have outlined to allow the training of our troops to continue in a
more responsible and much more limited manner during this transitional period while

addressing the real concems of the residents of La Isla Nena (la EES-la NEN-ya).
Puerto Ricans and the people of Vieques have contributed greatly to our country’s securify.
And I am very grateful for that. I hope that all of us now can work together, with our

Congresé, to implement this plan.

Thank you very much.
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Presidential Directive 1001

By virtue. of the authority 'vested.in me and in order to
further the interests of national defense and national
security and to address the legitimate interests and
concerns of the residents of Vieques and the people of
Puerto Rico, I hereby direct the fOllowing:

1. The future of Navy training on Vieques will be
determined by a referendum of the registered voters of.
Vieques using Puerto Rico electoral laws and regulations as
they exist at the time of this order. This referendum will
occur on May 1, 2001 or 270 days prior to or following this

~date, the exact date to be specified on the request of the

Department of the Navy. (This specified date and the terms
of the referendum must be requested at least ninety days ‘in
advance of the referendum.) It is understood that the

.execution of this memorandum is contingent upon- the

Government of Puerto RlCO authorizing and supporting thls {

referendumn.

2. This referendum will present two alternatives. The
first shall be that the Navy will cease all training not
later than May 1, 2003. The second will permit continued
training, to include live fire training, on terms-proposed
by Navy. Live fire training is critical to enhance combat
readiness for all our mllltary personnel and must occur in
some location.

3. In the event the referendum selects the option of
termination of Navy activities, then '

(a) Navy lands on the Eastern side of Vieques (including
the Eastern Maneuver Area and the Live Impact Area) will be
transferred within one year to the General Services
Administration for disposal under the Federal Property and
Administrative Services Act, except for conservation zones
which will be transferred to the Department of the Interior
for continued preservation. '

(b) The GSA will supervise restoration of the Eastern
Maneuver Area to meet CERCLA environmental standards before
it is transferred under the Federal Property and
Administrative Services Act. The Government of Puerto Rico’
may request transfer of the restored lands in accordance
with this Act. The Live Impact Area will be swept for
ordnance and fenced to meet the same range standards used



after the closure of the live impact area used by Naval Air
Station, South Weymouth, Massachusetts.

(c) Under no conditions will the land described in this
paragraph be returned to the Department of Defense or used
for military training.

4. In the event the referendum selects the option
submitted by the Navy, the U.S. government will further
provide for the enhancement of infrastructure and housing
on the Western portions of Vieques in the amount of $50
million. :

5. Between the date of this directive and the referendum,
the following will occur:

(a) The Department of Defense and the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico will work in cooperation with relevant federal
authorities to ensure the integrity and accessibility of
the range is uninterrupted and trespassing and other
intrusions on the range cease entirely by providing
complementary support with federal, state and local
jurisdictions.

{(b) Navy training on Vieques will recommence, but it shall
not exceed ninety days per calendar year and will be
limited to non-explosive ordnance.

{c) The Navy'will ensure that procedures are in place which
will enhance safety and will position ships to reduce noise
in civilian areas whenever possible.

(d) Before any major training occurs on the range, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, through its Secretary of State
will be given fifteen days notification under the terms of
the 1983 Memorandum of Agreement.

(e) The Office of Management and Budget will initiate a
request to: '

(1) fund a Public Health Service study in
coordination with appropriate agencies to review
health concerns raised by the residents of Vieques.

(2) To complete the conveyance of 110 acres of
Navy property to extend the runway at the Vieques
Municipal Airport to accommodate larger passenger
aircraft. The Navy would provide training and



supplemental equipment to bolster the airport fire,
safety and resource capability.

(3) maintain the ecosystem and conservation zones
and implement the sea turtle, sea mammal and Brown
Pelican management plans as specified in the
memorandum of Understanding of 1983.

(f) Within thirty days of this directive, the Navy will
submit legislation to Congress to transfer land on the
Western side of Vieques surrounding the Naval ammunition
facility (except 100 acres of land on which the ROTHR and
Mount Pirata telecommunications sites are located). This
legislation will provide for land transfer not later than
December 31, 2000. This transfer will be to the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico for the benefit of the
municipality of Vieques as determined by the Planning Board
of the Government of Puerto Rico. This land shall meet
CERCLA standards prior to transfer.

6. This directive shall be published in the Federal
Register and shall remain in effect.



Presidential Directive 1002

By separate directive I have addressed the resumption of
Navy and Marine Corps training on the island of Vieques.

1. Provided that training has resumed and is continﬁously
permitted on Vieques, within 90 days of this memorandum, I
direct the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to request
authority and funding (which with funding for projects _
described in paragraph 5(f) of Directive #1001 will total
approximately forty million dollars) from Congress for the
following projects:

(a) To support the construction of a new commercial
ferry pier and terminal by the Army Corps of Engineers.

(b) To establish an artificial reef construction and
fish aggregation program to create substantial new
commercial fishing areas for Vieques fisherman. Until such
time as these new fishing grounds are operational, this
legislation will authorize direct payments of an amount (to
be determined by the National Marine Fisheries Services) to
be ‘paid to registered Vieques commercial fisherman for each
day they are unable to use existing waters because . the Navy
" is training.

(c) To support expanding or improving the major cross-
island roadways and bridges on Vieques.

(d) To establish an apprenticeship/training program
for young people on Vieques to facilitate participation in
small-scale civic construction projects.

(e} To establish a program with the Government of
Puerto Rico to preserve the Puerto Mosquito Vieques
bioluminescent bay and to commlt Federal resources to its
preservation.

. ) :

(f) To establish a professional economic development
office for Vieques for the purpose of promoting Vleques and
attracting jobs to the island.

2. . This directive shall be published in the Federal
Register and shall remain in effect.



Lette'r from Governor of Puerto Rico to the President
Dear Mr. President:

The interagency memorandum you have issued regarding naval
training on Vieques provides a fair and positive basis for
resolution of a long-standing issue. '

Recognizing the actions you have taken in that regard, I
will commit that the resources of the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico will be used in cooperation with relevant
Federal authorities, to ensure continued training on the
range within the limits described in your interagency
memorandum. Specifically, we will not initiate litigation
that would constrain use of the range, and we will support
Federal efforts to assure that trespassing or other
intrusions on the range cease entirely by providing
complementary support required of state and local
jurisdictions.

Further, I intend to appoint a Commissioner for Vieques to .
work with the Senior Naval Representative in Puerto Rico

in implementing the steps we have agreed upon.

Sincerely



<
I am announcing a course of action to resolve the impasse over
U.S. armed forces training at Vieques. This course will give
the people of Vieques the right to determine the future of the
isalnd while at the same. time assuring that our training needs
are met. I have received a letter from the Governor of Puerto
Rico endorsing this course.

I am issuing two directives. Undef the first, no later than
March 2002, and perhaps sooner, the people of Vieques will vote.
~ In that vote, they will be asked to choose between two
alternatives. If they choose the first, the Navy will cease all
training on Vieques and leave the island by May 1, 2003. 1If
they choose the other, training will continue on Vieques on
terms that will be presented [by the Navy] at least three months
before the vote. [live fire mention?] ’

In the”meantime, until that vote is held, I am ordering several
other steps to ensure that our servicemen and women get the

training they need."

[take first, second, third poiﬁts from script..]






